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Education & Training
PhD Student — Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences	2023–Present
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Advisor: Dr. Youngbin Kwak

Master of Science — Psychological and Brain Sciences (Developmental Science)	2023–2025
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Advisor: Dr. Youngbin Kwak | Defended

Master of Science — Cognitive Science	2020–2022
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran | Advisors: Dr. Hojjatollah Farahani & Dr. Parviz Azadfallah

Bachelor of Science — Psychology	2016–2020
Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran | Advisor: Dr. Nasrin Ghanbari
Honors & Awards
University Graduate Fellowship	2023
University of Massachusetts Amherst
1. Competitively awarded to a select proportion of incoming graduate students in recognition of academic excellence and research promise
Research Experience
Neuro-Learning and Performance Lab (Kwak Lab)	2023–Present
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Advisor: Dr. Youngbin Kwak
1. Designed and ran experiments on Navigating Control and Agency in Human-AI Collaborative Decision-Making
1. Master's Thesis: Who is in charge? Agency in human–AI collaboration
1. Designed EEG paradigms and collected EEG data across different types of human-AI collaboration

Culture and Morality Lab (CaM-L)	2023–Present
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Advisor: Dr. Mohammad Atari
1. Collaborated on Cultural and Moral Expressions in Language Project
1. Led cross-cultural Human-AI collaboration project collecting data from 12 countries on perceptions of AI

Master's Thesis — Tarbiat Modares University	2021–2022
Advisors: Dr. Hojjatollah Farahani & Dr. Parviz Azadfallah
1. Modeled relationships among Ambiguity Tolerance, Decision-Making, and Sense of Agency: mediating effects of Working Memory and moderating effects of Reward Sensitivity System

Research Assistant — Tehran University	2021–2022
Advisor: Dr. Ehsan Rezayat
1. Designed a task for Fidelity and Confidence in Visual Working Memory
1. Designed and ran experiment: Exploring Personal Preferences in Visual Working Memory

Undergraduate Dissertation — Islamic Azad University, Tehran	2019–2020
Advisor: Dr. Nasrin Ghanbari
1. The Relationship Between Feelings of Attachment and Decision-Making Styles with Social Negligence
Publications
Mohammadsadegh*, R., Kwak, Y. (2026). When AI decides or acts: role-specific effects on human agency during decision making. Current Psychology, 45, 1092. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-026-09671-9

Mohammadsadegh*, R., Davani, A., Park, J., Kwak, Y., & Atari, M. (Under review). Merely Framing AI as a Work Partner Creates an Illusion of Understanding in Observers. Cognition.

Mohammadsadegh*, R., Seker, F., Kwak, Y., & Atari, M. (Under review). Anthropomorphism and Emotional Reactions to Human-AI Collaboration. Technology, Mind, and Behavior.

Conference Presentations
Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) Annual Convention	2026-Chicago, IL

1. Mohammadsadegh, R., Şeker, F., Kwak, Y., & Atari, M. "Anthropomorphism and Emotional Reactions to AI Involvement in Human Occupations." Poster — Psychology of Media and Technology
1. Mohammadsadegh, R., Davani, A., Park, J., Kwak, Y., & Atari, M. "Framing AI as a Work Partner Distorts People's Judgments of Their Own Understanding." Poster

Society for Neuroeconomics (SNE) Annual Convention 	  2025-Boston, MA	
1. Mohammadsadegh, R., & Kwak, Y. "Who is in charge?" Oral Presentation

Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) Annual Convention	   2025-Denver, CO
1. Mohammadsadegh, R., Atari, M., & Kwak, Y. "Anthropomorphism and Perceptions of Artificial Intelligence across Cultures." Presentation

Society for Neuroscience (SFN) Annual Meeting	                                                2024-Chicago, IL
1. Mohammadsadegh, R., & Kwak, Y. "Control and Agency in Human and Artificial Intelligence Interaction." Poster

12th Basic and Clinical Neuroscience Congress	2023-Tehran,Iran
1. Mohammadsadegh, R., Maszhabjafari, S., & Rezayat, E. "Exploring Personal Preferences in Visual Working Memory." Presentation
Invited Talks
Moral Attitudes and Decisions Lab (MADLAB), Duke University — 2026
· "Framing AI as a Work Partner: Cognition, Emotion, and the Illusion of Understanding in Human–AI Collaboration." 
Mentorship & Supervision
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Supervisor — UMass Amherst	2025–2026
· Supervised honors thesis on Human-AI Collaboration using EEG and whole-brain connectivity analysis

Undergraduate Honors Thesis Supervisor — Amherst College	2025–2026
· Supervised honors thesis on Human-AI Collaboration across developmental age groups using EEG and whole-brain connectivity analysis

Research Assistant Mentor — Kwak Lab & CaM-L, UMass Amherst	2023–Present
· Trained and mentored RAs in independent study design, experimental data collection, and data analysis procedures across both labs
Teaching Experience
Psych 337: Writing in Psychology — Instructor	Spring 2026
Psych 100: Introduction to Psychology — Teaching Assistant	Fall 2025
Psych 241: Methods of Inquiry — Teaching Assistant	Spring 2025
Psych 350: Developmental Psychology — Teaching Assistant	Fall 2024
Psych 350: Developmental Psychology — Teaching Assistant	Fall 2023
MATLAB Psychtoolbox-3 — Teaching Assistant	2022
Skills
Statistical & Data Analysis:	
R, MATLAB, SPSS
Neuroscience Methods:	
EEG data collection and experimental design, whole-brain connectivity analysis, signal processing, Task design (Psychtoolbox-3)
Research Methods:	
Cross-cultural data collection (12 countries), experimental design, human-AI collaboration paradigms
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