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EDUCATION 
Ph.D. in Social Psychology                                                                                                         2023-2026                    Psychology of Peace and Violence Program                                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk156378805]University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Thesis: Unpacking the Role of Group Membership Salience in Intergroup Contact Experiences: 
Insights from a Systematic Review and an Experience Sampling Study 
Advisor: Dr. Linda R. Tropp 
M.Sc. in Social Psychology, GPA: 4.00                                                                                      2021-2023                                                                     University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Thesis: Buffering effects of negative intergroup contact through complex social identities
M.A. in Conflict Mediation                                                                                                        2019-2020
University of Barcelona
Thesis: Breaking the inter-ethnic barriers through music: A case on Turkish-Kurdish conflict                      B.A. in Psychology and International Relations, GPA: 3.8                                                     2015-2019                  
Brown University                                                                              
Honors thesis: How Microaggressions Differ from Other Norm Violations: The Role of Social Group Membership 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Psychology, Stockholm University                 2026-Present
Advisor: Dr. Sabina Čehajić-Clancy                                             
                                                             
PUBLICATIONS 
Authors marked with an asterisk contributed equally (shared first authorship).
Peer-Reviewed Journals
Váradi, L.*, Morhayim, L.*, Simonovits, G., Fernezelyi, S., Borza, E. M., & Tropp, L. R. (2026). Ethnic discrimination in the Hungarian rental housing market. European Societies, 1-25.
Váradi, L., Morhayim, L., Németh, R., & Tropp, L. R. (2025). Intergroup contact buffers influence of objective and perceived peer norms on prejudice among adolescents. International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 107, 102199.
Morhayim, L., Tropp, L. R., & Maloku, E. (2024). Examining beliefs about reconciliation and social integration in Kosovo: Testing effects of interethnic contact and differences in perspective among ethnic Albanians and Serbs. European Journal of Social Psychology, 54(1), 48-65.
Toolkits
Tropp, L. R. & Morhayim, L. (2023). Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating the Impact of Social Mixing Programs: a Toolkit for IOM and its Partners. International Organization for Migration (IOM), Vienna.
Book Chapters
Tropp, L. R., Morhayim, L. & Grigoryan, L. (2024) How social categorization shapes intergroup contact: Implications for understanding group members’ subjective experiences and prospects for achieving attitude generalization. In T.D., Nelson (Ed.), Handbook of Prejudice, Stereotyping, and Discrimination (pp. 476-498). Routledge. 
Manuscripts Under Review
Dehrone, T. A., Tropp, L. R. & Morhayim, L. Intergroup contact in public parks: Promoting intergroup trust, welcoming, and belonging in shared community spaces. 
Atari, M.*, Kroupin, I.*, Morhayim, L., Blasi, D. E., Schulz, J., & Henrich, J. WEIRD Questions: Diversifying conceptual sampling. 
Zewail, A., Setia, A., Mohammadsadegh, R., ¸Seker, F., Hajian, A., Sosa, H., Morhayim, L., Reddy, S., & Atari, M. The cultural and moral expressions in language (CAMEL) corpus. 
Pre-prints
Varadi, L., Simonovits, B., Simonovits, G., Morhayim, L., & Sebestyen, P. (2025). Reducing housing discrimination in a challenging normative context: Results of a perspective-taking intervention in collaboration with a home rental platform. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/dp9qk_v1
Atari, M., Kroupin, I., Morhayim, L., Blasi, D., Schulz, J. F., & Henrich, J. (2025). WEIRD Questions: Diversifying conceptual sampling. https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/vxcrj_v1
Manuscripts In Preparation
Morhayim, L., Yücel, E. & Tropp, L.R. A systematic review of group salience in intergroup contact: Examining implications for prejudice reduction and addressing methodological limitations. (Manuscript in writing stage)
Morhayim, L., Weißflog, I., Grigoryan, L & Tropp, L.R. Predictors and consequences of ethnic group salience in everyday interactions: Differing perspectives of majority and minority groups. (Manuscript in writing stage)
Morhayim, L. & Tropp, L.R. Buffering effects of negative intergroup contact through complex social identities. (Manuscript in writing stage)
Morhayim L.*, Kumove H.*, Isbell, L., Dehrone & Tropp, L.R. Influence of construal level on Israelis’ perceptions of Palestinians and support for military action in Gaza. (Manuscript in data analysis stage)

HONORS AND AWARDS  
ISPP Summer Academy fellow                                                                                                           2024
International Society for Political Psychology 
Topol Peace Fellowship                                                                                                                       2023
University of Massachusetts Amherst
Peace Psychology Small Grant                                                                                                           2023
American Psychology Association Division 48
Claro Mayo Award                                                                                                                              2022
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI)
Sigma Xi: The Scientific Research Honor Society	                                 2019	
Departmental honors                                                                                                                           2019 
Department of Cognitive, Linguistic and Psychological Sciences, Brown University
Karen T. Romer Undergraduate Teaching and Research Award                                                  2018                                                              
Brown University
Brown Connect LINK Award (for supporting internships)                                                                2018                   Brown University

[bookmark: _Hlk211875511]CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS                                                                                                  
Morhayim, L., Yücel, E. & Tropp, L.R. (2026, July 7-8). A systematic review of the role of group membership salience in intergroup contact experiences: Examining relational, situational and broader contextual factors [Research Presentation]. Social Identity Meeting. Canterbury, England. 
Morhayim, L. & Tropp, L.R. (2026, July 1-4). Buffering effects of negative intergroup contact through complex social identities [Data Blitz]. General Meeting of the European Association of Social Psychology. Strasbourg, France.
Morhayim, L., Yücel, E. & Tropp, L.R. (2025, June 2-3). A systematic review of group salience in intergroup contact: Examining implications for prejudice reduction and addressing methodological limitations. [Research Presentation]. International Contact Network’s Contact Summit, Oxford, England.         
Morhayim, L., Tropp, L.R. & Maloku, E. (2024, September 10-12). Examining beliefs about reconciliation and social integration in Kosovo. In L.R. Tropp (chair), Promoting social cohesion and trust through youth peacebuilding programs [Symposium]. PeaceCon D.C., United States.                                                                                                                  
Morhayim, L., Kumove, H., Isbell, L., Dehrone, T. & Tropp, L.R. (2024, July 4-6). Influence of construal level on outgroup perceptions and support for military action. [Paper presentation]. Annual Meeting of International Society for Political Psychology. Santiago, Chile.                                                  
Dehrone, T.A., Morhayim, L., Tropp, L.R. (2024, February 8-10) Fostering belonging: an intergroup contact intervention in public parks. In J. Le Forestier (chair), Advancing intergroup contact research through methodological innovation in field contexts [Symposium]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, California.                                                                                    
Morhayim, L., Tropp, L.R. & Maloku, E. (2023, August 3-5). Reconciliation may be necessary but is it possible?: Perspectives on ethnic conflict in Kosovo and implications for intergroup relations. In H. Kumove (chair), Peace may be necessary but is it possible? How beliefs about peace’s possibility shape its promotion. [Symposium]. American Psychological Association. D.C. United States.                                                                                                                                         
Morhayim, L., Tropp, L.R. & Maloku, E. (2023, June 30-July 4). Reconciliation may be necessary but is it possible?: Perspectives on ethnic conflict in Kosovo and implications for intergroup relations. [Poster presentation]. General Meeting of the European Association of Social Psychology. Krakow, Poland.                                                                                                                                                    
Morhayim, L., Kim, B. & Malle, B. F. (2023, February 23-25). How microaggressions differ from other norm violations: The role of social group membership. [Poster presentation]. Annual Convention of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Atlanta, United States. 


INVITED TALKS                                                                                                  
Morhayim, L.*, Váradi, L.*, Simonovits, G., Fernezelyi, S. & Borza, E. (2024, April 7). Discrimination against Roma people in the Hungarian rental market: Impact of status on discrimination. [Invited Talk]. ELTE Social Psychology GroupMeeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Tropp, L.R. & Morhayim, L. (2022, October 19-20). Training on designing, implementing, and evaluating the impact of social mixing programmes. [Invited presentation]. Conference organized by International Organization for Migration. Vienna, Austria. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Intergroup Relations and Social Justice lab, University of Massachusetts Amherst           2021-Present
NSF-Improving Undergraduate STEM Education Grant, U. of Massachusetts Amherst              2025 
Trust for Public Land, TPL Chattanooga, TN office                                                                 2023-2024
International Organization for Migration, Regional office in Vienna                                    2021-2022
International Organization for Migration, Country office in Pristina                                              2022
Social Cognitive Science Research Center, Brown University                                                 2017-2019 
Social Psychology of Intergroup Relations (Sidanius Lab), Harvard University                             2018
Windows - Channels for Communication, NGO based in Tel Aviv - Jaffa                                      2017

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Psychology of Peace and Conflict, guest lecture in Social Psychology course                           Fall 2025
Department of Psychology, Smith College 
Social Psychology of Prejudice, guest lecture in Sociology of Minorities course                       Fall 2024
Department of Sociology, MEF University
Rights, Justice and Governance in Latin America, graduate teaching assistant                Summer 2025
Department of Public Policy, UMass Amherst (Faculty-led summer abroad course in Chile)
Social Psychology, instructor of record for the online summer course                        Summer 2024, 2025                                                                                              
Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, UMass Amherst
Research Methods in Psychology, graduate teaching assistant                              Fall 2023, Spring 2025                                                         
Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, UMass Amherst
Social Psychology, graduate teaching assistant                                                Fall 2022, Spring-Fall 2024                                                           
Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, UMass Amherst

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Hello Neighbor, consultant	2026	
-Trained leaders of local NGO’s across the United States on designing effective intergroup contact programs and helped with the evaluation of their ongoing programming. 
International Organization for Migration Ankara, consultant                                                        2022     -Trained five local NGOs across Turkey in implementing and evaluating social mixing programs; wrote reports giving each NGO specialized feedback on their programs. 
International Organization for Migration Regional Office in Vienna, consultant                         2022 
-Developed the content of the e-course on Designing, Implementing and Evaluating social mixing programs based on the IOM publication that I co-authored; assisted with the design of the e-course.                 
IPSOS, market research analyst                                                                                                   2020-2021 -Analyzed the content of Spanish, Turkish and English advertisement videos on Youtube according to the criteria developed by Google; coded information on target audience, mood and visuals of the videos.                 
Medyascope.Tv, contributor/Barcelona correspondent                                                               2017-2020    -Wrote news articles and produced news videos for the website, conducted interviews in the field and in studio, reported on the Covid-19 news in Spain on the evening news broadcasts. 
Brown Daily Herald, senior staff writer for Metro news                                                           2016-2017
-Conducted interviews and wrote weekly stories about city politics, various events in Providence, off-campus residential life and local businesses; reported on the biweekly city council meetings. 
CNN TURK-World News Department, intern                                                                                   2016           
-Wrote the audio scripts and edited the visuals of the news videos for the daily broadcasts; covered stories on the the burkini ban in France, wildfires in Europe and the presidential race in United States. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Dehrone, T. A., Tropp, L. R., Morhayim, L. (2024). Designing and evaluating an interracial contact intervention to promote welcoming and belonging in neighborhood parks. Report submitted to the Walmart Foundation.
Morhayim, L. (2024, June 9). Who is Fueling Antisemitism?. Avlaremoz. https://www.avlaremoz.com/2024/06/09/kim-antisemitizmi-korukluyor-liora-morhayim/
Dehrone, T. A., Tropp, L. R., Morhayim, L., & Li, E. (2023). TPL Social Cohesion Project: Spring 2023 focus groups report. Report submitted to the Trust for Public Land, Chattanooga.
Morhayim, L. (2023, March 14). Holocaust and the Social Psychology of Ordinary Evil. Avlaremoz. https://www.avlaremoz.com/2023/03/14/holokost-ve-siradan-kotulugun-sosyal-psikolojisi/
Morhayim, L. (2022, January 10). “Normalization” in the Palace. Avlaremoz. https://www.avlaremoz.com/2022/01/10/kulliyede-normallesme-liora-morhayim/
Morhayim, L. (2021, November 5). That “Türkiyeli” issue: Is it Dividing or Uniting?. Avlaremoz. https://www.avlaremoz.com/2021/11/05/su-turkiyeli-meselesi-bolucu-mu-birlestirici-mi/
Morhayim, L. & Taşçı, N. (2021, May) Organizations to combat the lack of youth representation. Invited panelist, Arayüz Youth Summit.
Morhayim, L.(2021, January) Youth, Peace and Social Participation. Invited panelist, 3 day Youth, Peace and Security School.
Morhayim, L. (2020, October) Understanding Prejudice from a Social Psychology Perspective. Invited talk, Gri Bölge meeting.  
Morhayim, L. (2020, October 12). The Vital Importance of Diversity of Opinions within Minority Groups. Avlaremoz. https://www.avlaremoz.com/2020/10/12/azinlik-gruplarinda-cok-sesliligin-hayati-onemi-liora-morhayim/

MENTORSHIP
· Co-supervised honors thesis of Adina Covic: Intergroup Contact, Generalized Trust, and Intergroup Trust: A Study of Social Mixing Programs in Turkey
· Supervised and mentored 15 undergraduate research assistants in the Intergroup Relations and Social Justice laboratory. 

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
European Association of Social Psychology (EASP)
Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP)

[bookmark: _Hlk214271844]SERVICE
Peace Psychology Faculty Search Committee                                                                             2025-2026        
Demonstration Response and Safety Team Advisory Board (appointed by the Chancellor)      2024-2025                                                  
PBS Diversity Committee Mentorship Program                                                                          2022-2024
PBS Grad Student Committee                                                                                                      2023-2024
Social Psychology Brown Bag Committee                                                                                   2022-2023                                                                                  
BRIDGE PBS                                                                                                                                        2023

SKILLS
Methods: Experimental methods (lab, field, correspondence); experience sampling; survey design; multilevel modeling; qualitative interviews
Software: SPSS, R, Mplus, Qualtrics, Excel
Languages: Native Turkish, Full proficiency in English, Advanced level Spanish, Beginner level French









REFERENCES
Luca Váradi
Associate Professor of Sociology
Central European University
Vienna, Quellenstrasse 51 / A310
Email: VaradiL@ceu.edu

Nilanjana Dasgupta
Professor of Psychology
University of Massachusetts
135 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003
Email: nd@umass.edu


Linda R. Tropp
Professor of Psychology
University of Massachusetts
135 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003
Email: tropp@umass.edu

Mohammad Atari 
Assistant Professor of Psychology
University of Massachusetts
135 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003
Email: matari@umass.edu

