Aanchal Setia
asetia@umass.edu· Google Scholar: Aanchal Setia 

EDUCATION

· University of Massachusetts, Amherst				2023- Present
PhD Candidate in Social Psychology		
· University of Massachusetts, Amherst				2021 - 2023
Masters in Social Psychology
· Ashoka University, India						2016 – 2020
B.A with Honours & Postgraduate Diploma in 
Advanced Studies and Research (summa cum laude) 

PUBLICATIONS

· Setia. A., Perkins. T., Laws. H., & Dasgupta, N. (2026). Situated balancing of multiple identities in adolescence: The association between science and gender identities. Frontiers in Developmental Psychology.
· Zewail, A., Setia, A., Mohammadsadegh, R., Seker, F., Hajian, A., Sosa, H., Morhayim, L., Reddy, S., & Atari, M. (Revise and Resubmit). The Cultural and Moral Expressions in Language (CAMEL) corpus. Behavioural Research Methods.
· Setia. A., & Atari, M. (under review). Is the Gender Gap in Public Discourse Engagement Disappearing? 
· Poddar, A., Setia, A., Cimpian, J. R., Joseph, K., Roman, Z. J., Larremore, D. B., Dasgupta, N., & Cimpian, A. (under review). The gender equality paradox in STEM is absent within countries over time: Evidence from 130 countries across more than three decades. 
· Setia. A., Zewail, A., & Atari, M. (under review). Psychological Effects of Annotations. 
· Setia. A., Lassetter. B., & Dasgupta, N. (under review). Unified Theory of Identity, Motivation, and Cognitive Appraisals of Social Mobility: Predicting When and Why Disadvantaged Group Members Pursue Personal vs. Collective Mobility
· Setia. A., Lassetter. B., & Dasgupta, N. (in preparation). Distancing or Alignment: The Role of Perceived Goal Relevance in Leadership Contexts.
· Setia. A., & Dasgupta, N. (in preparation). The Paradoxical Influence of Social Identity Threat on Self-Group Distancing in the Context of Gender Discrimination.
· Benedek. K., Sosa. H., Setia. A., & Dasgupta, N. (in preparation). Effect of Stories on Racial Biases.
· Setia, A., Malani, V. D., Goel, V., Misra, A., & Chan, K. Q. (2022). An exploratory study on the development of a ‘foodie’ scale: Evidence from a study on students. Food Quality and Preference.
· Setia, A. & An, S. (2021). Victim vs. Survivor: the Effect of Labels and Consensual Sexual Behavior on Observers’ Perceptions of Sexual Assault. Journal of Sexual Aggression.
· An, S., Malani, V. D., & Setia, A. (2021). The Role of Superstition in the Placebo effect on Memory Performance. Cognitive Processing. 
· Setia, A., Marks, M., & An, S. (2020). Double standards in perceived traits of women labeled victims vs. survivors. Sexuality & Culture. 
· An, S., Kapoor, N., Setia, A., Agiwal, S., & Ray, I. (2019). The Indian superstition scale (ISS): creating a measure to assess Indian superstitions. Journal of Beliefs & Values. 

EXPERIENCE

Graduate Student							 September 2021 - Present
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Tools Used: SONA, Causal Inference, Experimental Design, Psychometric Assessment

· Led end-to-end survey design, psychometric assessment and randomized control trials, including crafting research briefs, piloting, recruitment, execution, and analysis of 12 research studies on human decision-making, behavior, and DEI.
· Performed analysis and interpreted findings from descriptive and inferential statistics, transforming raw data into narrative decks with high-level insights and actionable key takeaways.
·  Designed and implemented an information retrieval and extraction system for applying ML algorithms and text analysis on Tweets.
· Successfully trained and managed a team of 10+ research assistants, ensuring the efficient execution and collaboration of research projects.
· Published 5 manuscripts in high-impact journals, contributing to the advancement of knowledge in the field.

Statistical Consultant, Center for Research and Families          February 2025 – May 2025
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
·  Provided statistical consultation to faculty and graduate students within and outside the Department of Psychology and Brain Sciences
· Advised on study design, statistical power analysis, and appropriate analytic strategies
· Conducted data analysis for two independent research cases
· Taught one 2-hour workshop on Topic Modelling and Text Analysis in R

Data Science for Social Good Graduate Fellow			June 2023 - August 2023
University of Washington, Seattle
Tools Used: Python (GeoPandas, Matplotlib, Shapely, NumPy, Pandas)

· Worked collaboratively with cross-functional teams, including data scientists, UX designers, and environmentalists, to convert problem statements into meaningful solutions and product advancements.
· Conducted 10 stakeholder interviews to gather valuable insights, facilitating user-centered design principles.
· Designed, built, and developed an open-source computational workflow as well as a user-friendly website to enable researchers to tackle water crises in diverse global regions.
· Produced infographics and data visualizations to communicate the urgency of groundwater depletion to stakeholders.

Program Manager & Research Fellow			           May 2022 - October 2022
Institute of Diversity Sciences, Amherst
Tools Used: Randomized Control Trials, Qualtrics, Multi-level Modeling, Factor Analysis

· Oversaw the design, recruitment, data collection, and data analysis to assess the effectiveness of a 6-week leadership program on 150+ students.
· Leveraged survey data, user interviews, and randomized control trials results to generate evidence-based insights regarding the academy’s impact on students’ leadership performance.
· Applied advanced statistical methods (i.e., GLM, dimension reduction, structural equation modeling, hierarchical linear modeling, etc.), along with qualitative coding for data analysis.
· Curated presentations, documented research, and presented actionable recommendation to program’s funders.


RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS  

Conference Talks 
· Setia, A. (March 2026). Why do women avoid their strongest allies? Oral Presentation at CNS Research Symposium, UMass Amherst.
· Setia, A. & An, S. (July, 2020). [Meeting postponed due to COVID-19 outbreak]. Effect of labels (Victim vs. Survivor) on perceptions of sexual violence. Talk to be given at the quadrennial meeting of the International Congress of Psychology. Prague, Czech Republic.
· An, S., Kapoor, N., Setia, A., & Agiwal, S. (December, 2018). The Indian superstition scale (ISS): creating a measure to assess Indian superstitions. Oral Presentation at the annual meeting of the National Academy of Psychology, Delhi University, Delhi, India. 

Poster Presentations 

· Setia. A., & Lassetter. B (February 2026). The Role of Perceived Goal Relevance in Leadership Contexts. SPSP Gender Pre-Conference Poster Showcase.
· Setia. A., Perkins. T., Laws. H., & Dasgupta, N. (February 2026). Quantifying Gender Differences in Online Engagement. SPSP Historical Psychology Pre-Conference Poster Showcase.
· Setia. A., Perkins. T., Laws. H., & Dasgupta, N. (February 2025). Balancing Multiple Identities in Male-Dominated Fields. SPSP Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A. & Dasgupta, N. (February 2024). The Paradoxical Influence of Social Identity Threat on Self-Group Distancing in the Context of Gender Discrimination [Poster Presentation]. SPSP Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A. & Dasgupta, N. (February 2023). Role of Family Values in Underrepresented Minority Students' Decision to Pursue STEM. [Poster Presentation]. SPSP Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A. & Fugate, J.M.B. (May, 2021- September, 2021). Why Do People Perform Collective Action?: Underlying Motivations of Allies behind Offline and Online Activism. [Poster Presentation]. APS Virtual Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A., Malani, V. D., Goel, V., Misra, A., & Chan, K. Q. (May, 2021- September, 2021). Are you a foodie?: Measuring the Foodie Personality. [Poster Presentation]. APS Virtual Poster Showcase.
· Fugate, J.M.B., & Setia, A. (May, 2021- September, 2021). Race-related Words Influence the Perception of Race. [Poster Presentation]. APS Virtual Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A. & An, S. (June, 2020-September, 2020). Double standards in perceived traits of women labeled victims vs. survivors. [Poster Presentation]. APS Virtual Poster Showcase.
· Setia, A. & An, S. (May, 2019). Victim vs. Survivor: The role of labels in descriptions of women who were sexually assaulted. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Psychological Science. Washington DC. 
· Setia, A. & An, S. (April, 2019). Victim Vs. Survivor: The role of labels in support for women who were sexually assaulted. Poster presented at the Psychology Research Day, Ashoka University, India.  
· An, S., Marks, M., Setia, A., & Kapoor, N. (October, 2018). The relationship between superstition and placebo on memory performance. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Cognitive Science, IIT Guwahati, Assam, India. 
· An, S., Marks, M., Setia, A., & Malani, V. D. (March, 2018). The role of superstition in the placebo effect on memory. Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the International Convention of Psychological Science, Paris, France. 

HONORS AND AWARDS      

· Royer Grant								        Fall 2025
· CNS Equity Fellowship 						        Fall 2025
· SPSP Diversity Graduate Award					        October 2023
· Travel Award for Academic Data Science Alliance			        October 2023
· UMass Amherst Graduate Fellowship				        January 2022


TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, UMass Amherst
· Spring 2026: Social Psychology
· Winter 2026: Methodological Inquiry in Psychology
· Spring 2025: Introduction to Psychology
· Winter 2024: Introduction to Psychology
· Summer 2024: Methodological Inquiry in Psychology
· Summer 2024: Learn & Think
· Fall 2023: Introduction to Psychology
· Spring 2023: Cruelty & Kindness
· Fall 2022: Junior Writing
· Fall 2021: Methodological Inquiry in Psychology

Teaching Fellow, Ashoka University
· Spring 2021: Statistics and Research Methodology 
· Spring 2021: Qualitative Research Methods
· Fall 2020: Statistics and Research Methodology					
· Fall 2019: Social Psychology
		
SKILLS

· Statistics & Experiment Programming Tools 
R, Python, SPSS, Mplus
· Experiment & Design Tools: 
Qualtrics, UserZoom, SurveyMonkey, Amazon MTurk
· Analytical Skills: 
Survey Design, A/B Testing, Interviews, Focus Groups, Data Management, Statistical Analysis (Regression, Structural Equation Modelling, Factor Analysis, Multilevel Modeling), Machine Learning Algorithms


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

· Association for Psychological Science
· Society for Social and Personality Psychology
· Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues

